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Fletcher Gulch Priority Area 
•  Fletcher Priority area encompasses approximately 970 irrigated cropland acres 
 

•  Primary Crops Grown in Area 
 -  Onions, Sugar Beets, Beans, Hay seed, and Corn 

 
•  Predominate Area Soils Nyssa Silt Loam & Owyhee Silt Loam 
 -  Soil Erosion rates estimated at 20-30 tons/acre/year 
  
•  Collaborative effort with multiple project partners to improve water quality in 
the Fletcher Drain 
 
•  Water Quality Concerns Addressed - Fletcher Drain 303 (d) listed 
 -  Sediment  
 -  Nutrient 
 -  Bacteria 
 
•  Reduce Pumping costs and conserve energy 
 



Project Partners 



Water Quality Monitoring 

Gary Your On!!!! 
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Fletcher Pipeline Project 

•  Replaced 9,800 feet of open lateral with pressurized pipeline 
 
•  Installed Automated Headgate/screen structure at pipeline inlet 
 
•  Project Funding Partners:  OWEB, Bureau of Reclamation, Owyhee Irrigation District, 
Malhuer SWCD, Landowners, Owyhee Watershed Council, and NRCS 
 

•  Goals 
-Allow landowners to convert from flood/furrow irrigation to pressurized sprinkler    
irrigation 
-  Reduce pumping costs conserve energy 
-  Reduce irrigation induced erosion  
-  Reduce sediment, nutrient, and bacteria inputs into  Fletcher Drain 
-  Water Conservation 

-  Increase Irrigation Efficiency 
-  Eliminate evaporation and seepage loss 

 



On Farm Irrigation Projects 

•  On farm irrigation improvements implemented through the OWEB large grant 
restoration program and NRCS - EQUIP program 
 

•  Irrigation Water Management practices implemented through use of soil moisture 
monitoring  
 

•  Irrigation Improvements with various systems 
-  Pivot 
-  Linear 
-  Drip 
-  Wheeline 
-  Handline 



Priority Area Dollars Implemented to Date  
Including On Farm Individual Projects and Fletcher Pipeline 

 
•  Landowners = $221,510.00 
 

•  NRCS = $270,700.00 
 

•  Bureau of Reclamation =  $299,946.00 
 

•  Owyhee Irrigation District = $114,340.00 
 

•  Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) = $746,541.00 
 

•Total Estimated Priority Area Dollars =  $1,653,037.00 
 

 

Total Priority Area Dollars 



•  Total Acres converted from Flood/Furrow to Sprinkler Irrigation =  479 
 
•Total Acres currently funded and in implementation = 200 

Total Sprinkler Conversion Acres 
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