
© 2015 by the University of Idaho and Idaho State Department of Agriculture PSEP

Meadow Voles
Are they taking over the world?!
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Vole Overview
ÅHigh population peaks

ÅSignificant crop damage to forages, small 
grains, sugarbeets, potatoes, others

Å30%+ yield losses

ÅNon-game mammals, can be legally 
managed on private property and public 
lands
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Vole Biology

ÅSeveral speciesτMeadow Vole most 
common

ÅSometimes call Meadow Mouse

ÅSmall rodents

ÅHeavy body, short legs and tail, small and 
rounded ears

Åп ѹέ ςр ѹέ ƭƻƴƎ

ÅBlackish to grayish brown fur with black-
tipped hairs

ÅBi-colored tail
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Vole Reproduction

ÅPeak breeding in spring and fall
ÅReproductive maturity at 35-40 days
Å21 day gestation period
ÅNests are underground made up of 
grass, stems, leaves
ÅReproduce year-long
ÅAverage 1-5 litters/year
Å3-6 young/litter
ÅLive up to 2 years, most less than 1 
year
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aƻǊŜΧΧΧΦ

ÅPopulations increase rapidly and are cyclic

ÅPopulations can fluctuate dramatically from 
year to year

ÅMinor peak populations every 4-6 years

ÅEpidemic populations every 10-12 years

ÅPopulation explosions generally only last 
about a year
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Vole Behavior

ÅActive year-round (they do not hibernate)

ÅPrefer dense ground cover

ÅDo NOT like crossing bare ground

ÅDig short and shallow tunnels on the 
surface and underground

Åάwǳƴǿŀȅǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ 
the ground

ÅTunnel under snow cover


