Meadow'Voles
Are they takingcovertheworld?!
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Vole Overv

AHigh population peaks

others

managed on private property and publi

grains,sugarbeetspotatoes
lands

A30%+ yield losses
ANon-game mammals, can be legally

ASignificant crop damage to forages, s



Vole Biology

ASeveral specigsMeadow Vole most
common

ASometimes call Meadow Mouse
ASmall rodents

AHeavy body, short legs and tail, small and
rounded ears
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ABlackish to grayish brown fur with black
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Vole Reproduction

APeak breeding in spring and fall
AReproductive maturity at 380 days
A21 day gestation period

ANests are underground made up of
grass, stemdeaves

AReproduce yealong
AAverage 15 litters/year
A3-6 young/litter

ALive up to 2 years, most less than 1
year
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APopulations increase rapidly and are cyclic

APopulations can fluctuate dramatically from
year to year

AMinor peak populations every-@ years
AEpidemic populations every 1P years

APopulation explosions generally only last
about a year
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Vole Behavior

AActive yeasround (they do not hibernate)
APrefer dense ground cover
ADo NOT like crossing bare ground

ADig short and shallow tunnels on the
surface and underground
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the ground
ATunnel under snow cover
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