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District Water Right Transfers



What Can be Transferred?

• Where Water is Diverted

• Where Water is Used

• What Water is Used for



What a Transfer Can’t Do

• Change the Source

• Enlarge the Right (Quantity of acres and 

water can not be larger)

• Injure Existing Water Rights



District Transfers

TYPES

• Temporary Transfers

• Permanent Transfers

• Permanent Transfers for Non-Use



District Temporary Transfers

Type of Changes

• Place of use (POU)

• POD/POA to facilitate POU change

• Application must be in the District’s name

• Must have consent from the district



District Temporary Transfers

• Duration = 1 irrigation season

• District has authorization from users

• Changes effective once application is 

submitted

• Can’t use water on both FROM & TO lands 

in same season timing is everything to 

submit application

• Rights revert automatically at end of season



District Permanent Transfers

• Place of use only

• Has to be from the same POD/POA

• District has authorization from users

• District must consent to the transfer



District Permanent Transfers

TWO WAYS TO FILE

1) Notice + Application

or

2) Application



Permanent District Transfers

1) Notice + Application

• Send Notice and Map to Watermaster & 

Salem (notice only, no map)

• Submit Permanent Application before end of 

calendar year to Salem

- Group all changes actually made into one 

application

• Re-notice for next season those changes not 

made



Permanent District Transfers

2) Application sent to Salem

• The order has to be approved before the 

change can be occur

• Processing time could be up to 6 months or 

longer



5.9AC

All Transfers Require a Map



All Transfers Will Receive an 

Order

Approval Denial

No Injury Injury

or or

Enlargement Enlargement



Permanent District Transfers for Non-Use

• A tool for the Districts to protect their water 

rights that could be subject to forfeiture for 

non- use

• Place of use only

• Has to be from the same POD/POA

• Full-time manager & implementing an 

approved Water Management and 

Conservation Plan

• Notice requirements



Permanent District Transfers for Non-Use

• Notice (First Step)

- Notice goes to user and security interest 

holders of non-use and mentions intent to transfer 

(690-385-5100)

- Notice sent in 4th year to provide user 

opportunity to use water or object to transfer

• 2nd notice goes out when Application is 

filed

- Goes to the affected users with a copy of 

application



Permanent District Transfers for Non-Use

• Application Process

- Submit prior to end of the fifth year of non-

use

- Include copy of notice mailed to user

- Include copy of any objections by user

- Include findings on any hearing held by 

district regarding user objections








