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Goals of 
WPS

Inform Protect Mitigate



Goal 1: Inform
Annual pesticide safety training

Updated pesticide safety 
information displayed at 
central location

Pesticide application and 
hazard information in the form 
of a safety data sheet (SDS) at 
central location

Access to pesticide labeling for 
handlers



Goal 2: Protect
Notify agricultural employees 

about when and where 
pesticide applications will take 
place

Implement application 
exclusion zones (AEZs) during 
pesticide applications and REIs 
for pesticide-treated areas 
after application

Provide personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for handlers 
and early-entry workers



Goal 3: Mitigate
Decontamination supplies at the 

worksite

Emergency assistance to and, if 
needed, transportation to a medical 
care facility for emergency treatment 
for employees who get sick or are 
injured by pesticide exposure while 
working



Training Requirements
Who can provide training?

1. Individuals who completed the EPA approved train-the-
trainer (TTT) course
a. WPS@isda.Idaho.gov (April)

2. Individuals designated as a trainer by state, tribe, or EPA

3. Certified pesticide applicators 



Training Requirements 
Who needs to receive training?

Pesticide Handlers

• Any person, including a self employed person, who mixes, loads, 
and/or applies pesticides. 

• Must be 18 years old

Agricultural Workers

• Any person, including a self employed person, who performs activities 
directly relating to the production of ag. Plants on an ag. Establishment. 

• Does not handle pesticides

Early Entry Workers

• A worker who enters an area after a pesticide application is completed, 
but before the REI has expired

• Must be 18 years old



Immediate Family Members

Grand 
parents

Father/Mother
/Brother/Sister
/Son/Daughter

-in-law

Parents

Spouse

Grand 
children

children

Brother/
Sisters

Nephew/
Niece

First 
Cousins

Uncle/Aunt
Step 

Parents/
Step 

Children

Foster 
Parents/ 

Foster 
Children

 The owner’s 
immediate family 
members must 
always follow label 
directions when 
handling pesticides. 

 Exempt in providing 
decontamination 
supplies, central 
location, 
handler/worker 
training



Record Keeping Requirements
Name and 
Signature

Date of 
Training

EPA approved 
training 

information

Trainers Name 
(qualifications)

Employer’s 
Name

 Employers are 
responsible 
maintaining training 
records (For how 
long?)

 Employer must provide 
copies of training 
records to each 
employee upon 
request

(Labor contractors?)

 Employee can take 
training records to 
another employer to 



Establishment Specific 
Information The employer must provide 
specific information specific to 
their ag. Establishment to workers 
and handlers before performing 
their respective tasks. 

 Employer must provide 
information on the following:
 Pesticide safety information
 Pesticide application and 

hazard information
 Decontamination supplies



Central Location
Pesticide 

Application 
Information

Location of treated area

Crop treated

Product name, EPA Reg. 
No. , Active ingredients

Date and time  (start 
and end time)

REI

Hazard 
Information

Safety 
Data 

Sheets

Pesticide 
Safety 

Information

Updated 
Pesticide 

Safety 
Poster

Must be accessible to 
all employees during 
normal business hours.



Pesticide Safety Poster

 Posted at all central locations, 
permanent decontamination 
sites, other decontamination sites 
where supplies are provided for 
11 or more workers/handlers

 Information on nearest 
Emergency Medical Facility with 
Emergency Room

 Contact information to ISDA
208-332-8500
2270 Old Penitentiary Rd. Boise, 
ID 83712



Emergency Assistance
Ag employer must provide transportation and 

emergency information (SDS) immediately after 
learning an employee had possible poisoning or 
injury if:

1. Reason to believe worker/handler was 
experienced pesticide exposure on the ag. 
Establishment

2. Employee shows symptoms similar to those 
associated with acute exposure to pesticide 
during or within 72 hours after his/her 
employment on the ag establishment and 
needs emergency medical treatment. 



Decontamination Supplies

Worker

1 gal. of 
Water

Soap

Towel

REI < 4hr (7 
days)

Early 
Entry 

Worker

3 gal. of Water

Soap

Towel

Change of 

Handler

3 gal. of 
Water

Soap

Towel

Change of 
Clothes



Decontamination Supplies for 
Handlers
Emergency Eye Flushing Station

o Must be provided at any mixing 
and loading site where products 
used require protective eyewear. 

o Must be provided at mixing and 
loading site if using pesticides 
through a closed system under 
pressure. 

0.4 
gal./1
5 
mins

0.4 
gal./1
5 
mins

6 
gal./ 
15 
mins

6 
gal./ 
15 
mins

1 
pint 
of 
eye 
wash

1 
pint 
of 
eye 
wash



Information Exchange
Specific Location and 
description of any treated area 
on the ag. Establishment under 
REI that the handler may be in 
(or walk within ¼ mile of) and 
any restrictions on entering 
those places.

Specific Location and 
description of any treated area 
on the ag. Establishment under 
REI that the handler may be in 
(or walk within ¼ mile of) and 
any restrictions on entering 
those places.



Information Exchange
Specific location of area to be 
treated, Date and start time 
with estimated end time, 
product name, EPA Reg. #, 
active ingredients, REI, 
notification (posting/oral/both) 
& ANY SPECIAL WPS LABEL 
REQUIREMENTS.

Specific location of area to be 
treated, Date and start time 
with estimated end time, 
product name, EPA Reg. #, 
active ingredients, REI, 
notification (posting/oral/both) 
& ANY SPECIAL WPS LABEL 
REQUIREMENTS.





Application Exclusion Zone 
(AEZ)

0 AEZ
• Pesticide applied less 

than 12 inches from soil 
with medium or larger 
spray quality. 

• Granular, soil 
incorporated (not 
fumigants) spot spray. 

25 ft. AEZ
• Pesticide applied from a 

height of 12 inches or 
more using medium or 
larger quality 

100 ft. 
AEZ
• Pesticide applied by Air, 

Air Blast, Spray using 
spray quality smaller 
than medium , as 
fumigant, mist or fog.



Application Exclusion Zone



Application Exclusion Zone



Minimum Age
Pesticide Handler and Early-entry Workers

18 years old
Family members

NO AGE MINIMUM
C & T

16 yrs. Old RUPs (NOT FINAL YET)



Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE)
Employer must provide ALL PPE required by any product the handler may 

use within the ag. establishment. 
 PPE must be clean and be in proper working condition. 

 Employer is not required to provide Personal Protective Clothing (PPC)

Handlers are individually responsible for following the pesticide label 
directions and wearing the clothing and PPE required by the pesticide 
label. 

What Happens if you provide all the PPE and the employee chooses to not 
wear it, who will be at fault if the employee experience pesticide exposure?



PPE and Closed Systems
1. Closed system must 
be able to remove the 
pesticide from its 
original container and 
transfer pesticide 
through 
hoses/couplings, that 
are sufficiently tight to 
prevent exposure

2. Each closed system must have 

written operating instructions 
that are clearly legible (check 
system’s operating procedures) 
and must be available at the 
mixing or loading site 

Handlers operating closed system 
must be trained in its use

Closed system must be cleaned 
and maintained as specified 

All PPE specified in the pesticide 
product labeling is immediately 
available to the handler for use in 
an emergency

Protective eyewear must be worn 

3. If the conditions are met, the 

following exceptions to 
labeling-specified PPE are 
permitted:

Handlers using a closed system 
to mix or load pesticides with 
signal word ‘DANGER” or 
“WARNING” may substitute the 
following, instead of the PPE 
specified on label:

Long-sleeved shirt

Long pants

Shoes and socks

Chemical-resistant apron



PPE and Enclosed CabsPPE and Enclosed Cabs

Handler must 
have required 

PPE immediately 
available in the 
cab stored in 
seal container

Handler must 
have required 

PPE immediately 
available in the 
cab stored in 
seal container

May wear long 
sleeved shirt, 
long pants, 

shoes and socks

May wear long 
sleeved shirt, 
long pants, 

shoes and socks

If handler must 
wear PPE before 
exiting cab, and 

remove PPE 
before entering 

cab. 

If handler must 
wear PPE before 
exiting cab, and 

remove PPE 
before entering 

cab. 



Respirators and Enclosed Cabs



Notification of Entry 
Restrictions
• Posting Warning Signs

• Outdoor production if REI > 48 hours

• Enclosed space production REI > 4 hours

• Warning Signs or Oral Warning

• Outdoor production REI < 48 hours

• Enclosed space production REI < 4 hours



Respirators
Goal
Handler must be physical capable of wearing a respirator
Receives the intended protection by having the respirator fit properly and
Knows how to use the respirator correctly

Requirement
Medical evaluated (record retained for 2 years)
Fit testing (Annually)
Records (retained for 2 years)

• Name of Handler
• Type of fit test performed
• Make, model, size of respirator
• Date of fittest and Results of fit test

Pass/Fail for qualitative fit test
Fit factor determined, strip chart recording or other record of the test results for a 

quantitative fit test. 

Annual respirator training (name/signature, date of training, trainer’s name and 
training topics)





Family Ag. Establishments
• WPS requirements for 

respirator training, medical 
evaluation, fit testing, and 
recordkeeping when 
respirators are required by the 
label

• Use PPE listed on pesticide 
labeling

• Keep immediate family 
members out of treated area 
until REI expires

• Ensure pesticides are applied 
so it does not contact anyone, 

• Keep everyone, including 
immediate family members, 
away from treated area 
during application and the 
application exclusion zone

• Pesticides are used in a 
manner consistent with the 
product’s labeling

• After January 1, 2018, any 
handler must suspend a 
pesticide application if a 



WPS Training Materials

•http://pesticideresources.org//in
dex.html



Train-The-Trainer Waiting List



Questions?

Thank you 


