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Who has the power to take 
your water? 

1. Congress (CWA, ESA, Wetlands) 
2. Federal Judges (enforcement of CWA, ESA, 

Treaties) 
3. Indian Tribes (CWA, ESA, Treaties) 
4. Oregon Legislature (statutes) 



Legislative & Executive 
Political Party Make-Up 

There are 91 elected people in Salem making decisions for 
Oregon.  Their party affiliation is as set forth below: 

REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT TOTAL 

HOUSE 26 34 60 

SENATE 14 16 30 

GOVERNOR 1 1 

TOTAL 91 



Recent Events 
affecting Water 

supply & water use  



Lessons from the 
Klamath 



Klamath Basin 
Facts: 

 
1. Approximately 

2,000 farms 
 

2. Approximately 
220,000 BOR 
irrigated acres 
 

3. Approximately 
550,000 total 
irrigated acres 



Federal water 
takings 



Endangered  
Species Act 

Short nosed sucker fish 



Clean water act 

Fish killed by low flows and rising water temperatures on the Klamath River 
Summer 2002 



Enforcement 
of First 
Nation 
treaty 
rights 



“The [B]ureau [of Reclamation] has 
estimated that the combined calls 
would require irrigation shutoffs to 
58,000 acres.” 

-The Associated Press 

 
SOURCE: “Klamath Tribes and feds exercise water rights” 

 June 10, 2013 



Map of Klamath Dams pending removal 



Summary of Adjudication: 

“Though the federal government took away the 
reservation in the 1950s, courts have 
determined the tribes retained their hunting, 
fishing and water rights, dating to time 
immemorial.” 
 
Based on this, Oregon’s adjudicator has found 
that Tribal rights to water have priority. 

SOURCE: Jeff Barnard, The Associated Press 
“Klamath Tribes and feds exercise water rights in Oregon, will shut off irrigation for ranches.” 



2013 Klamath Settlement 

 
The parties have reached an Agreement in Principle 
that is designed to accomplish four objectives.  

1. Support economic development of Klamath Tribes;  
2. Sustain Upper Klamath basin agriculture;  
3. Restore riparian corridors; and  
4. Prevent further challenges to adjudication.  

 

SOURCE:  Upper Klamath Basin Agreement in Principle 
                  December 2, 2013  



Impact on the Klamath 

1. Approximately 100,000 acre feet less water 
in dry years. 

2. Tribal access to riparian areas. 
3. Support for acquisition of 90,000 acres of 

land for Indian Reservation. 
4. Reductions in water availability for Upper-

system water users. 
 



Increase in 
Energy Costs for 

pumping water 



why? 



1. Use of coal being discontinued 
2. “Green” power is more 

expensive 
3. Possible greenhouse gas tax  
4. Increased transmission costs 

(green power is remote) 





Total megawatts of 
Wind power generated In 

Oregon = 
 

3,045.3 MW 
(Capacity) 

SOURCE: American Wind Energy Association 



SB 306 
(Greenhouse Gas Tax) 

• Feasibility study of “clean air” tax 
• Legislation would occur in 2015 
• Part of Governor’s “sales tax” discussion 



Reasons for  
Greenhouse gas tax 

1. Incentive to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions 

2. Utilization of “sin” as foundation for tax 
3. Opportunity to reallocate income 



Regulatory impact 
on power rates 

1. Subsidized wind 
2. Fish (endangered species) recovering 
3. Drought/climate change 
4. Columbia River Treaty renegotiation 

 



SB 839 
(2013 Major water bill) 

• Establishes Water Supply Development Account.  
($10 million) 

• Establishes criteria for funding. 
• Creates work group to review water governance. 
• Creates work group to study Seasonally Varying Flows 

(storage). 
• Funds study of allocation of water in Army Corp of 

Engineer projects. 



 



Renegotiation of 
Columbia River 

Treaty 





The U.S. recommendation is to 
terminate the Treaty primarily 
because too much hydropower 

from the Columbia is being 
allocated to Canada. 



The assertion is that Oregon 
would receive a significant 

part of the $300 million now 
being “paid” annually to 

Canada in the form of 
electrical power generation. 



Possible 
loss/reduction  
of watershed 

council funding 



Gambling  addicts 
pay for watershed 
improvements and 

parks 



Oregon Lottery 

$1.082 billion per biennium 
 

SOURCE: Legislative  Revenue Office 



Ballot 
Measure 76 

 
15% of lottery to 

Parks & OWEB 



OWEB (7.5%)=  
$81 million per biennium 

 
Parks (7.5%)= 

$81 million per biennium 



There are 36 
lottery 

retailers in 
Malheur County 



Malheur county  
Video lottery sales 

Name of Outlet Yearly Sales Retailers Share (Option B) 

Rusty’s $652,817 $114,243 

Winners Horseshoe Annex $743,660 $130,141 

Winger’s $154,200 $33,924 

Denny’s $821,157 $143,702 

Longs Sports Pub $414,182 $91,120 

Hog Rock Café $1,007,215 $176,263 

Elks Club $96,815 $21,299 

Sage Brush Saloon $171,579 $37,747 

Willow Creek Store $81,861 $18,009 

Winners Horseshoe Park $577,379 $127,023 

Thunderegg Coffee Co. $356,643 $78,461 

Bob’s Steak N’ Spirits $777,626 $136,085 

Nyssa Tavern $83,697 $18,413 

The Mirage $324,022 $71,285 



Clean Water Act— 
 

Judge Acosta 
decision 



scenic 
waterways— 

 
Hydraulic 
connection 





SB 401 
(would have expanded scenic 

waterways) 

• In District 60, the bill would have added 
these waterways: 
– Eagle Creek  
– North Fork Burnt River 



Irrigation Wells  
will be shut down in 

the Klamath because 
they impact river 

flow. 



The 2014 
Legislative Session 

begins in: 48 days 



 



Newsletter! 

Want to be better 
connected to 

what’s happening 
in Oregon’s 
Legislature? 

 
 
 

Sign up for Rep. Bentz’s email newsletter 
Just send your email address, name, and city of residence to: 

rep.cliffbentz@state.or.us   

mailto:rep.cliffbentz@state.or.us


Thank You For Coming! 

……………… 



Interim Contact Information 

Mailing Address:  
258 S. Oregon St. 

P.O. Box 1027 
  Ontario, OR 97914  

 

Email:        
rep.cliffbentz@state.or.us 

 

Phone/Fax number:  
541-889-8866 

 

Hours: 
Monday—Friday 

8 am—5pm (MST) 
*The office will close for a 1 hour lunch 

mailto:rep.cliffbentz@state.or.us


Disclaimer 
The information contained in this 

presentation has been obtained from 
sources deemed reliable.  

 
However, figures and estimates may not 

be exact, and therefore, should be 
checked before being quoted. 
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