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Topics of discussion

• ISDA Division of Agricultural Resources Overview

• Summary of 2018 Inspections & Investigations

• Drones and Pesticides

• Certification and Training Updates



Division of Ag. Resources = 
Pesticides

• Works to promote, direct and ensure safe 
agricultural and environmental practices. 

• Through education and enforcement, the division 
ensures compliance with federal and state rules 
and laws governing pesticide use in Idaho.

• Cooperative agreement with the EPA



ISDA Division of Ag. Resources
Pesticide 
Services

• Licensing

• Training

• Product 
Registration

• Water 
Monitoring

Pesticide 
Compliance

• Case Review

• Enforcement

• Worker 
Protection

• Chemigation

Field Services

• Inspections

• Investigations

• Exams

• Pesticide 
Disposal 



New Division Leadership

NEW 
Administrator

Vic 
Mason

NEW Pesticide 
Services 
Manager

Sherm 
Takatori

NEW Field 
Services 
Manager

Ryan 
Ward

NEW Licensing 
Specialist

Elizabeth 
Palmateer

NEW Applicator 
Training 

Specialist

Daniel 
Sandoval

NEW Pesticide 
Registration 

Specialist

Doug 
Chan



New Investigators

• 8 of 11 on-the-job less than 6 months

• No more desk phones; cell phones only.

• Boise Office at 208-332-8605
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Types of Cases, 2018
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Pesticide Compliance, 2018

No 
Violations

73%

Compliance 
Assist.

16%
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Enforcement Actions, 2018
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Past 10 Years of Complaints
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Investigations
by Applicator Type - 2018

29 Total Investigations



Noteworthy Investigations, 2018

1. Human exposure – 7 and 5 year old kids playing in their yard

2. Human exposure – workers unknowingly entered treated area during REI

3. Tree Damage – several trees damaged by residual herbicides

4. Unlicensed Applicator – structural pest applications without proper license category

5. Ornamental damage – herbicide drift on to trees



Case #1

Human exposure – kids playing in their yard

• Kids (5 and 7) told their parent that the yellow 
plane sprayed them as it flew over

• Kids clothing and foliage sample was positive 

• Application site was over 300 feet away

• Pilot made applications by flying over homes within 
city limits

Action: Fine & License Suspension





Idaho Aerial Application Rules

LOW-FLYING PROHIBITIONS. Low-Flying Prohibitions. Aircraft pilots during 
spray operations are prohibited from turning or low-flying: 
a. Over cities, towns, schools, hospitals and densely populated areas 

unless the pilot obtains an agreement in writing for pesticide 
applications from the authorized agent for the city, town, school, 
hospital, or densely populated area in question; or 

b. Directly over an occupied structure without prior notification by some 
effective means such as daily newspapers, radio, television, 
telephone, or door-to-door notice.… -IDAPA 02.02.03.310

LOW FLYING RULES



Idaho Aerial Application Rules
ISDA Rules Governing Pesticide And Chemigation Use And Application, IDAPA 02.03.03

Hazard Area. Cities, towns, subdivisions or densely populated areas. 
- IDAPA 02.02.03.004.14

APPLICATION NEAR HAZARD AREAS. An aircraft pilot shall not apply any 
pesticide within one-half (1/2) mile of a hazard area unless there is air 

movement away from the hazard area. - IDAPA 02.02.03.600

HAZARD AREA RULES



Case #2

Human exposure – workers unknowingly entered 
treated area during REI

• No injuries

• Application postponed multiple times

• Improper WPS information exchange

Action: Fine



WPS Priorities

GOAL: PREVENT HUMAN 
EXPOSURE

1. Application 
information exchange

2. Training

3. Personal Protective 
Equipment



pesticideresources.org



Respirator Guidance

pesticideresources.org

• Decode confusing 
label language

• Personal fit test 
guidance



Case #3

Tree Damage– caused by residual herbicide applications

• Right-of-way and misuse in residential areas

• Samples positive for bromacil and diuron

• Product labels explicitly state not to use around trees

Enforcement Actions: Enforcement letters & Fines



12/19/2018



Use of Soil Residual Herbicides

• Good for long term weed control

• When choosing a soil residual herbicide:
• Consider conditions prior to the application

• Considerations during the application

• Consider what can happen after the application



Prior to the Application

• Herbicide selection
• Half-life of active?

• Weeds to be controlled?

• Product mobility- Leaching, runoff, wind erosion, etc.
• Soil type and texture?

• Slope of treatment area?

• Sensitive areas near the treatment area?

READ THE LABEL



During the Application

• Avoid off-target drift

• Leave adequate buffer zones near sensitive plants

FOLLOW THE LABEL



Case #4

Unlicensed Applicator – structural pest applications 
without proper license category

• Complainant disappointed with customer service

• Complainant requested applicator’s licensing 
information and reported unlicensed applications

• Applicator advertising structural pest services 

• Applicator did not have Structural Pest category

Action: Fine & License Suspension 





Case #5

Ornamental damage – herbicide drift on to trees

• Glyphosate onto arborvitae hedge

• Multiple applications neighboring residence

• Buffers were in place

• Symptomology and positive sample results

Action: Advisory letters
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Drone Uses For Agriculture

Situational Analysis 
Soil, Irrigation, Pests, etc.

Pesticide Applications



Drones & Pesticides
• Restricted in spring of 2018 by EPA’s pesticide 

label interpretation

• FIFRA 2ee allows for use of equipment not on the 
pesticide label as long as it is not prohibited

• Idaho has no license limiting the use of drones for 
pesticide applications 

• “Swarm Technology” = multiple drones in the air 
under the control of one operator/pilot.

• Forestry and mosquito abatement industry 
pursuing use in Idaho



Overview of Aerial Applicator 
Regulations

FAA

• 14 CFR Part 
137

EPA

• FIFRA

• 40 CFR Part 
150-180

ISDA

• Ch. 34, 
Title 22, 
Idaho Code

• IDAPA 
02.03.03
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Federal Pesticide Applicator 
Certification Rule

Federal 
Rule 

Effective

2017

2020

State C&T 
Plan Due

EPA Approval Due

2022

2023
State Rules 

to 
Legislature



Soil Fumigation Category

<2013 

Need to retest by 
December 2019

>=2013 

Good to go!



Exam Registration

Spring 2019
Must pre-register

Must pre-pay



Exam Website: Find A Session



Exam Website: Register



Exam Website: Select Exams



Exam Website: Pre-payment
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