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NRCS 
• Who are we? 

– The NRCS partners with Conservation 

Districts and other organizations to provide 

technical and some cost-share assistance to 

private landowners. 

 

• Our Mission 

– Protect, enhance, and preserve our soil, 

water, air, plants, and animals using sound 

science and expertise. Participation in our 

programs is voluntary. We are non regulatory 

 



http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov 

http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/natio

nal/soils/health 



http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm


Financial Assistance Programs 

• Once you have evaluated your conservation options, you 

may chose to seek financial assistance. 

 

• Farm Bill Programs 

– Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)  

– Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 

– Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

 

• NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on a 

continuous basis throughout the year.   

 

 

 



Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

(EQIP)  

- Cost Share for Installation - No Minimum Size Limit 
- Previous Irrigation History 

-Irrigated 2 of past 5 years - Agricultural Producer 

•The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is 

a voluntary program that provides financial and technical 

assistance to agricultural producers. 

 

•Contracted1.4 million in cost-share funds in 2012 

 

•Idaho - Sign-up deadline is November 16th, 2012 

•See NRCS booth or visit the Caldwell Field Office if 

interested. 

 

•Oregon – Sign-up deadline is December 21st, 2012 



Common Conservation 

Practices 



No Till/ Strip Till Residue Mgmt./ No Till 

Residue management/ 

Mulch Till Cover Crop/ radish 

Agronomic Practices 



Windbreak 

Mulching 

Conservation Crop 

Rotation 

Nutrient 

Management 

Agronomic Practices 



Irrigation Practices 

• Center Pivot 

• Irrigation pods (pasture) 

• Wheel lines 

• Microirrigation 



Irrigation System Components 

• Water control structures • Irrigation water conveyance 

• We do not cost-share power • Pumps 

 



Grazing Practices 

• Cross Fencing 

 

• Prescribed (rotational)  Grazing 

 

• Watering Facilities 

 

• Livestock pipelines 

 



How to determine which conservation practices 

you are qualified for… 

• Contact NRCS  
• James Eller, District Conservationist 

• Caldwell Field Office 

• (208) 454-8684 x 130 

 

• Complete Conservation Planning Packet 

– Objectives 

– Land information 

• Acres, farm & tract #’s, Deed or lease agreement 

• Best Management Practices that you have already installed 

– Crop rotation  

– Tillage operations (for each crop) 

– Irrigation system 

– Nutrients & Pesticides applied 

 



Organic Initiative 

 

• NRCS helps certified organic growers and producers 

working to achieve organic certification install 

conservation practices for organic production.  



On-Farm Energy Initiative 
• NRCS and producers develop Agricultural 

Energy Management Plans (AgEMP) or farm 

energy audits that assess energy 

consumption.   

 

• NRCS then uses audit data to develop 

energy conservation recommendations.   

 

• The audits assess power usage for 

equipment, farming processes, and farm 

headquarters including efficiencies in 

livestock buildings, grain handling 

operations, and similar facilities that support 

the farm operation. 

 



Seasonal High Tunnel Pilot 

Initiative 
• NRCS helps producers plan and implement high tunnels, steel-

framed, polyethylene-covered structures that extend growing 

seasons in an environmentally safe manner.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• High tunnel benefit plant and soil quality and reduce nutrient and 

pesticide use.  This initiative is available statewide and is not 

restricted to organic producers as it was last year. 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/hoophouse1.jpg


EQIP Special Initiatives 

• NRCS accepts applications for assistance on a continuous basis 

throughout the year.   

 

• Idaho - Application deadline for Initiatives – November 16th  

– Contact : James Eller 

• 1-208-454-8684 

• James.eller@id.usda.gov 

 

• Oregon deadline for Initiatives is December 21st, 2012 

– Contact: Lynn Larsen  

• 1-541-889-9689 

• Lynn.larsen@usda.gov 

 



Additional Info… 
• All programs are competitive 

– Your application will be ranked and prioritized 

for funding. 

–  50% - 75% Cost-share rates are set by the 

National Office. 

• Rates are based on average cost scenario.  

– No minimum farm size 

– Must be an agricultural producer 

– Must have irrigation history 

•  Irrigated 2 of past 5 years  

 

 



Questions? Questions? 
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(208) 454-8684 x 130 
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Erin Brooks 
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Caldwell Field Office 

(208) 454-8684 x 127 
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